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The PREFACE. 

H Reader may ſee by 
s Diſtance of Time 
between the Preaching 
and Publiſhing this Sermon, that 
it was never deſigned for the 
Preſs. Nor had it ever come 
there, but for the Importunity of 
ſime Friends, who ſuggeſted to 
me, that the generality of Pe- 
| ple imagined it to be upon the 
Account of what was contain- 
ed in my Sermon, that the Pro- 
ſecution was at firſt begun, and 
efterwards carried on againſt me. 
And although the Reaſon of the 
Profecution, and the Indictment, 
with the Manner of ſupporting it, 


A} 


Wy 
10 


The Pr react. 

is ſet forth at large in a Th eatiſ 
Entitled, Charity ſtill a Chri 
ſtian Vertue: het that Book bein 
yy an unlookd for Accident be E 
came a litile ſcarce, it has the es 
ſier induc d me to comply witf 

their Requeſt, in the Publicg 
tion hereof. 
Dye Reader has it in the ſam 
Dreſs in which it appeared « 
Chiſſelhurſt, with little Addi 
tion, ſaving, in the Applicatio 


F . ˙— LA®-pes,., 
* 
: 
N 
0 


relating to the Children. Þ 
As it is, I ſubmit it to i 7 
Reader, Jeaving him to find oui (4 


be can) what Occaſion it could gin 
or a Proſecution; and ſhall oifiees 
add, That Charity is ſtill a Chi 
ſtian Vertue, will be ſo for evi 
and I thank God, T have enougl 


of it to forgive mine Enemics 


Luk! 


Luk E Xu. 175 18. 


d he thought within himſelf, ©! 
ſching, What ſhall I do, be- 
cauſe I have no Roont to befliwu 8 1 
oo, . ͤ 
ud be ſaid, This will I de! 
will pull down my Barns and 
Build greater, and there will 
I beftow all my Fruits and 
my Goods. ; | 


ee HE Parable of this rich Man, 
=" doth in very lively Colours, re- 
1 1 preſent to us the Security which 
EE Worldly-minded Men place 10 
SEE their Riches, and the Vanity arid 
olly of ſuch Confidence from the Uncer- 


inty of Time to enjoy them; His dogs 
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2 A SERMON Preach'd 
had born him ſuch Burthens of Corn, th 


he wanted Room to beſtow them, And gel h 


thought within himſelf (SAoyiZer- 0 fav ich 7 
he Reaſon'd with himſelf,) ſaying, Whit fbg BEE 
I do, becauſe I have no Room to beſtow Inſt 
Fruits? He might have gone out into H HAN 
High- ways, and the Hedges, and ſoon ha"! 
found Room ſufficient to have beſtowed H gre 
Fruits, the Bowels of the Hungry, and t ld to 
Backs of the Naked. But theſe were no em 
cure Repoſitories for him, and ſo at laſt our ! 
came to this Reſolution, that he would puto 
down his Barns and Build greater; And“ 
ſaid, This will J do : I will pull down ifſ=2. 
Barns and Build greater, and there will 1 | wich | 
flow all my Fruits and my Goods. A go, th 

| Reſolution enough had he been to have let the 
in this World for ever! But as he was on pu 
a Sojourner here, as we all are, only a Ste em 
ard to his Poſſeſſions, and liable every Mie t 
ment to be called upon to give an Accoulf** 1s 
of his Stewardſhip, the Mouths of the H rd, 
therleſs ſhould have been his Barns, and MH 
Laps of the Widows his Granaries; for kings 
how ſoon he 1s ſtripp'd of all his Poſſeſſiſ e. 
No ſooner had he Sung a Requiem to e has 

Soul; Soul, thou haſt much Goods laid up Me ne 
many Tears; take thine eaſe, eat, drink, 4 lion 
be merry But God ſaid unto him, Thou H oth in 
this Night thy Soul ſhall be required of tt Own h. 
A diſmal Summons for one that had ſet | laſt, x 
Heart upon this World, and made no Þ Kein 

> Ca 


parations for the next! Yet, $9 7s he l 
ml i 


at Chiſſelhurſt n Kent. 3 
geh up Treaſure for himſelf, and is not 
16 towards God. 1 8 


E TN ; 
10 fo BEFORE I proceed to the Particulars to 
1p of inſiſted on from the Words of my Text, 
to may not be improper to conſider what 18 
nent here by pulling down Barns and Build- 


g greater, and who they are that may be 


1 N ud to do fo in the Language of the Parable. 
no e muſt obſerve then, that our Bleſſed Sa- 
laſt our ſpake this Parable as a Caution againſt 


wetouſneſs; Take heed, ſays he, and be- 
ure of Covetouſneſs : For a Man's Life con- 
eth not in the Abundance of the Things 
ich he poſſeſſeth. And he ſpake a Parable 
ito them, Luk. Xit. 15, 16. Therefore it 1s 


r, pulls down ſuch a Building, and in the 
dom of it raiſes the like, but larger Stru- 
ure, that 1s here intimated ; But every one 
at is too Solicitous after the Things of this 
World, and puts too great Confidence in the 


ee! olleſſion of them, that ſets his Affections on 
FS hings below, and Neglects thoſe far better 
ſeſlonove, that hoards up his Wealth, and when 


e has it even to ſpare, ſees his Brother 
ave need, and ſhuts up his Bowels of Com- 
ion from him: Every ſuch an one, I ſay, 
oth in the Diale& of our Saviour, pull 
own his Barns and Build greater ; and will 


the Vengeance of God with this upbraid- 
ls Call, Thou Fool, this Night thy Soul ſhall 


B 2 I SHALL, 


— 


ot the Man, that in the Senſe of the Let- 


laſt, with the Man in my Text, be arreſted 
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4. A 8 ERMON Preachd 
I SHALL therefore ſhew the Sin and F olly iv 
of ſuch Worldly-mindedneſs. 1 


Firſt, FroM the Conſideration of the End, | 
for which Riches and Plenty are gi 
ven Us, | 


Secondly, FROM the Uncertainty that wel 
{hall ever live to enjoy them. | 


And Thirdly, FROM their Self-infiafficien 
cy to promote the re of Man, 
And, 


Fourthly and Laſtly, I SHALL ſpeak a Word 
or two by way of Inference from the 
whole, with a particular Eye to the 
preſent Occaſion of our Meeting hers, 


and ſo Conclude. And, 


Firſt, I AM to ſhew the Sin and Folly of 
Worldly-mindedneſs from the Conſideration 
of the find, for which Riches and Plenty arc 
given us. God doth not beſtow his Blel- 
fings, and the good Things of this Life, that Ml pre! 


Uke the great Leviathan, we ſhould take our MI Ric 


Paſtime rherein : He doth not encreaſe our Lu] 
Wealth, and enlarge our Poſſeſſions, that ue and 
ſhould enlarge our Barns, and appropriate unt. 
them wholly to our own ſelves, but he dot Wil Tron 
it for the ſake of the Poor and Needy, that Om, 
their Wants may be ſupplied out of the * the 


bundance of athers, - Thoſe to whom He hs WY he 
| | g1v En 


— 


Ss a Chiſſelhurſt in Kent. 5 
ollyM eiven Riches, are to be rich in good Works, 

do be ready to give, and glad to diſtribute ; 
they are, as Stewards over God's Houſhold, 
the Poor, to give them their Portion of Meat 
in due Seaſon. That narrow Principle which 
would confine all the Bleſſings of Heaven 
to it ſelf, and include the Intereſt of the 
whole Species in one Individual, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily tend to the Deſtruction of Mankind, 
and is highly perverting the Uſe and De- 


cien- fign of them, and ſuch a Miſer doubtleſs 
Man, MW will fall under the ſame Sentence with the 

MW unprofitable Servant in the Goſpel, who hid 

his Talent in a Napkin, and be caſt into outer 
Word WM Darkneſs, where there will be weeping and 
1 the WF gnaſhing of Teeth. For tho' God has not 
) the given Riches to all, yet Poor and Rich, he is 
here, Ml the Maker of them all, and all are fed and 


ference between the Poor and the Rich is, 


ly of 
ration 
ty are 

Blei- 
„ that 
de out BY Rich, Give Alms of ſuch Things as you have, 
ſe our Luk. xi. 41. and xii. 33. Sell that you have 
at we and give Alms. Solomon makes it a Debt due 
prize unto the Poor, With-bold not, ſays he, good 
> doth il from them tg whom it is due, 12p2D, from the 


at the Hands of the Rich; and this not as 2 
Gift neither from them, but as an undoubt- 
ed Right they have thereto from the ex- 


„ that BY Owners thereof, Prov. ili. 27. And it was 
he * the Cuſtom of the Poor among the Fews, 
155 hen they begg'd an Alms, to fay, Give me 
glwei a LEE as 


maintained by his Providence; the only Dif- 


the Poor are to receive their Maintenance 


preſs Command of Chriſt, who fays to the 
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as God has hidden. you to do. We are there- 
fore not to live to our ſelves altogether, to 
take to our ſelves Houſes in Poſſeſſion, and 
ro call our Lands after our own Names, 4 
but to look up to the Author and Giver of 
all good Things, and conſider the Uſe and 
End he has given them for, and diſpenſe them 
accordingly ; for we muſt give a ſtrict Ac- | 
count hereafter of the Management of our 
Truſt, and if we have with-held the Poor from | 
their deſire, or have cauſed the Eyes of the | 
Widow to fail : F we have eaten one Mor- 
ſels our ſelves alone, and the Fatherleſs hath | 
wot eaten thereof. If we have ſeen any periſh | 
for want of Clothing, or any Poor without co- 0 
vering, Job xxxi. 16, 17,19. TheLord will . 
come in a Day when we look not for him, 
and at an Hour when we are not aware, and . 
will cut us in ſunder, and will appoint us 6 
our Portion with the Unhelievers; and then MI 
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whoſe ſhall thoſe Things be which we have 5 
provided? In one Hour ſo great Riches come i 
to nought, Rev. xviii. 17. Iaf 
IN the Account of the Judgment at the © 

_ Hſt Day, given us by our bleſſed Saviour, WF mi 
Matt. 25. we have plainly pointed out to fr 
us the uſe that we ſhould put our Wealti 
and our Riches to; for there the different - 


Sentences on the Bleſſæd, and on the Damned, 
| turn upon this one ſingle Act of Charity, 
To the firſt, Chriſt ſays, I Was an hungred, 
| and ye gave me meat: I was thirſty, and 9e 
| gave me drinks I was a ſiranger, and j} 


5 ral 


at Chiſſelhurſt zn Keit. 5 


tmok me in: Naked, and Je clothed me: I | 


© BY was fick, and ye viſited me: I was in pri- 
9 ſon, and ye came unto me. Theſe had ein- 
ac | ployed their Talent aright, had done good 
br with what they were poſſeſſed of, and there- 


fore he ſays unto them, Come ye bleſſed of 
"1 Þ ny Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
en % from the Foundation of the World, But 
do the other, he ſays, I was an hungred, and ye 


eve me no meat: I was thirſly, and ye gave 
„ne no drink I was a ſtranger, and ye took 
the ne not in: Naked, and yeclothed me not, &c. 
5 Theſe had enlarged their Barns, and hoard- 
Th ed up their Riches, and never diſtributed 
% them to pious and charitable Uſes, and there- 
0 W fore to theſe he pronounces, Depart from 
e ne, ye Curſed, into everlaſting Fire, prepared 
Ju Hir ihe Devil and his Angels. By this we 
and {ce what the rich Man's Duty is, and what 
85 Cod Almighty expects at his Hands, vis. 


that he ſhould Cloath the Naked, and give 
Bread to the Hungry, and how ſeverely he 
will puniſh the Neglect of it, even with ever- 
laſting Damnation, But, Eo. 
2dly, THE Sin and Folly of Worldly- 
mindedneſs, will appear in the ſecond place, 
trom the Uncertainty that we ſhall ever live 
to enjoy our Riches. This rich Man in 
in the Parable here, had promiſed himſelf 
length of Days, and abundance of Satisfacti- 


COME 


t the 

„jour, | 
ut {0 
ealtl 
ferent 
mne l, 


__ on in the Enjoyment of what he had got: 
2 * He ſeem'd to have taken a long Leaſe of his 
% Lite, and to have made a Covenant with 
2 a the 


8 A SERMON Preach'd 
the Grave; but his Expectations are ſoon 
cut off, and in a Moment he periſheth, and 
cometh to a fearful End. There is nothing 
ſo certain as that we muſt all one time Die! 
nor ſo uncertain as the time when: Nond 
can plead a Preſcription from Death, nor tell 
when their appointed time ſhall expire. The 
Scripture compares the Life of Man td 
Things in themſelves the moſt flitting, fag 
ding, and tranſitory, ſuch as Duſt, 2 Flower] 
a Shadow; and every Day furniſhes freſ 
Proof of the Frailty of Human Nature. WH 
then ſhould Man be ſo foolith, as to hean 
up Riches for many Years, when he is no 
ſure that he ſhall live many Days; when 
perhaps, (like Fonah's Gourd) he may be th 
Creature of but another Night; Beſides 
if we are not ſo ſoon femoved from ou 
Riches, they may be taken away from us 
for Riches often makes themſelves Wings, am 
fly away like an Eagle tmwards Heaven, Thi 
Tenure whereby we hold them is ſo pre 
carious, that he that to Day is cloathed 1 
Purple, and fares ſumptuouſly, may to Mot 
row want Rags to cover his Nakedneſs, an 
Bread to ſatisfy his Hunger ; Charge then 
therefore, that are rich in this World, a) 
St. Paul, that they truſt not in wncerta! 
Riches, 1 Tim. vi. 17. en! r 23 nimv 
in the Uncertainty of Riches; ſo called fro 
the periſhing Nature of Riches themſclve 
and from the Shortneſs and Uncertainty « 
our Continuance here to enjoy them. 4 

5 7222 


ſoon unwiſe Man indeed doth not well conſrdev 
V. this His Thoughts are buſied in the pur- 


ſuit of the Things of this World, and his 
nfections wholly ſet upon them, ſo that he 
Jas no Conſideration, no Hope; at leaſt, no 


1 preſent Expectation of another Life: tho' he 
Ibs daily Spectacles of Mortality before his 
l 4 Eyes, yet he truſteth in his Riches, that they 


will deliver and ſecure him; and tho' Death 
s continually Shooting his Arrows round 
bout him, yet he ſeems to be confident that 
they ſhall not come nigh him. Thus doth 
the thoughtleſs Wretch lull himſelf aſleep 
n his carnal Security, when ſuddenly he 
s awaken'd with the cry of, THou Fool, 


ybere is be ? He goes to his own place, and 


vl kaves nothing behind him, but Infamy in the 
Th Expreſſions of Men, his Goods to be poſſeſſed 


others, his vile Body to be the Prey of 
Vorms, and his Soul adjudg'd to the ne- 
hermoſt Hell. O ! What dire Convulſions 
nuſt the Man be. in at ſuch an Hour, when 
bs Soul is torn away from her Darling, 
tom that in which the was wrap'd up! 
Then will he look upon his full Barns, and 
when 'tis too late cry, Non putdram, I did not 


ys ink it. What profit will he have then of 
Fr i his labour which he has taken under the 
ol wn? He muſt leave it unto the Man that 


all be after him, and who knoweth whether 
ie ſhall be a wiſe Man or a Fool 2 This is Va- 


LC 


THY SOUL IS REQUIRED OF THEE, And 
then, as Fob ſays, He gives up the Ghoſt, and 
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nity, and a Treat Evil, Eccleſ. ii. 18, 19,—21 
If Riches, therefore, encreaſe, ſet not your Hes 
1pon them, Plal. Ixii. 10. For, as we ha 
no Aſſurance that we ſhall live to enjoy them 
ſo, in the 3d place, the Folly of ſuch Conf 
dence will appear from their Self.-inſufficie 
cy to help in the time of greateſt Need. 
34h. RIcHEs, ſays Solomon, profit not 
the Day of Wrath, Prov. xi. 4. or, as it mayh 
render d, the Day of Vengeance, when 60 
executes his Judgments, which may be cith 
in this World, or the World to come. 
IN this World, when any ſuddain, ere: 
or irreverſible Calamity overtakes us, fud 
as the Sword, Peſtilence, or Famine, then! 
vain do we fly to our Riches for Relief: 
the Sword is drawn againſt us, and a pr 
vailing Enemy over-runs our Country, d 
ſtroying all without Diſtinction of Perſon 
Age, or Sex, our Riches, and our {el 
are involved in one common Ruin, as t 
Prophet Zephamabh pathetically deſcribes 1 
Their Goods ſhall become a Booty, and tht 
Houſes a Deſolation : They ſhall build Hoi 
but not Inhabit them; and they ſhall pla 
Vinevards, but not Drink the Wine thera 
Neither their Silver, nor their Gold, ſhall be Netait 
ble to deliver them in the Day of the Lord 
Trath, bit the whole Land ſhall be devourt 
by the Fire of his Feulouſis : For he ſhall mi 
even'a ſpeedy riddance of all them that due w 
in the Land, ch. i. 4318, 9858 5 011: 


a 


Ac AU 
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AGAIN, ſhould the Heavens be ſhut up, 
s they were in the Days of Elias, and a 


ene ö 


) 


Hera Famine be throughout all the Land, 
> han the rich Man fatisfie his Hunger with 
thenis Gold, or quench his Thirſt with his 
ConfWir2r 2 No; he cannot Eat the one, nor 
their Wrink the other, but is expoſed to the ſame 
d. Wants with the pooreſt Man upon the Face 


ngt 1 
may! 
n G0 
2 eithe 
me. 
gre! 
8, {ud 
then! 
lief: 
a pn 
ry, d 
Der ſon 
ſely 
as | 
ibes! 
A the 
Hoi 
Il pla 
thereo 
zl] be 
| Lord 
2 U. 
zll mi 


BT 

TAKE him confined to a ſick Bed, and 
nder the Calenture of a Feaver; add to 
his Feaver a Phrenſie, and will his Gold 
ring him to a good Temper of Body, or 
duce him to a ſettle compoſed Mind? 
 ConSIDER him at the Hour of Death, 
rhen the laſt Sand is juſt run, and will his 
iches be taken as a Ranſom for his Life? 


nd inſufficient to afford any Help or Com- 
ort in time of greateſt Need in this 
Vorld, what Advantage can they be to 
s in the World to come, at that great 
nd awful Day, when God . ſhall come to 
udge the World in Righteouſneſs 2 We can- 
ot carry them with us, and if we conld, 
he Judge is Juſt, and he is both Advocate 
nd Judge, ſo that he cannot be bribed or 


Men in this Life, but when Sentence of 
» 8 0 7 * ; | 2 
Damnation is paſs'd upon a Sinner, tho here 


7 due was cloathed in Purple, and fared Sump- 
; ouſly every Day, he will be tormented 


AND if Riches are thus unprofitable 


tained by a Fee. There will be no regard 
ad to the paſt Circumſtances and Conditions 


12 A SERMON Preach'd 
in the Flames of Hell, and want ſo much N cor 
as a drop of Water to cool his Tongue. not 
SEEING therefore the Sin and Folly of eon 
Worldly-mindedneſs, from the Conſidera- I tis 
tion of the End for which Riches and Plen-M M: 
ty are given us; from the Uncertainty tha * 
we ſhall ever live to enjoy them, and from M Go 
their Self. inſufficiency to help in time of M15. 
the greateſt Need; let us ſet our Affections on WM unt 
things above, and not on things on the Earth; N Ob 
let us act the wiſe Steward, and make to our ¶ be 
ſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrigbte-Nist 
ouſneſs, that when we are removed from our M1: 
Stewardſhips here, we may have an Inheri- nes 
tance Eternal in the Heavens to go to. Let his 
us with our Riches be Eyes to the Blind, M?-: 
Feet to the Lame, and Fathers to the Father- Wire 
leſs; and then the Bleſſing of him that wasWthi 
ready to periſh will come upon us, and in ¶ der 
the Multitude of our Sorrows refreſh our Herr 
Souls. Inſtead of enlarging our Barns, and uf 
making Proviſion for our ſelves and our Fa- MDil 
milies for many Years, let us feed the Hun- Mecor 
ory, cloath the Naked, relieve the Oppreſſed, Writ 
deliver the Poor when he crys, and him that BO 
has none to help. out 
A s this is a State of Probation, wherein Win: 
if we bury our Talent in a Napkin, or em- Nil 
ploy it to wrong Purpoſes, we ſhall be pu nu 
niſbed with everlaſting Deſiruction from the Hofe 
preſence of the Lord hereafter, let us do good 
and diſiributeÞ» And as our Lives are 
ſhort and uncertain, and the Son of Man 
—_— ae | cometh 


at Chiſſelhurſt in Kent. 13 
cometh in ſuch an Hour as we think 


uch 
not, let us be doing good and diſtributing 


7 Of continually, for bleſſed is that Servant, whom 
era-W bis Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing, 
len-M Matt. xxiv. 46. 5 
that i THaT we ought to be continually doing 
rom MW Good, we are taught by St. Paul, in Gal. vi. 
> of M10. As we have opportunity, let us do good 
s on MWunto all Men. So that when ever any real 
rth; Objects of Pity preſent themſelves, let them 
our be of what Nation or Religion ſoever, then 
te- Is there an Opportunity, as meant by the Apo- 
our Mfle, to do them good in, and ſuch we ſhall 
heri- never want, for (as our Bleſſed Lord told 
Let his Diſciples, Matt. xxvi. 11.) We have the 
lind, WM Poor alrvays with us, Nor can I think that 
ther ¶ ve can want any Encouragement to practice 
Was this Duty, the very Diſadvantages and Un- 
d in tertainties that the Worldly-minded Man is 
our MWixpoſed to, being (if there were no others) 
, and i ufficient Encouragers of a liberal, charitable 
r Fa- Diſpoſition. But then, when we come to 
Hun- conſider what God has promiſed to the cha- 
efſed, Miitible Man, that he doth, as it were, ſtand 
| that Wound for the Payment of what he ſo layeth 

aut, He that hath pity upon the Poor, lendeth 
eren into he Lord; and that which he has given, 
en- will he pay him again, Prov. xix. 17. He 
e yu. nuſt be very diſtruſtful of the Promiſes 
1 the ot God, that can ſee a Brother or Siſter in 
good Need and Neceſſity, and not relieve them. 
are lo avoid this Imputation, and yet to fave 
oy weir Money, ſome plead their own Wants 
"met! 


and 
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and Neceſſities, and that Charity begins aff 
Home; but are they ſure at the ſame ting 
that they don't miſtake their Wants for Ex4 
travagances, and their Neceſſities for LuxuÞ 
ies? Are their Tables fo thin ſpread, that 

they cannot retrench one Article, or leavd 

out one Diſh of their ordinary Meals to feed 

the Hungry at their Gates, without pinching 

their own Bellies? Are their Ward-robdg 

To empty, that they have not a ſingle Gar. 

ment to ſpare to cover the feſtered Limbs o 

a naked Lazarns, without ſtarving thei 

own Backs? Suppoſing this to be the caſc 

yet even here they are not excuſed from d 

ing Good; God requires, that if we have lit 

tle, we ſhould do our diligence pladly to giv 

of that little, Job iv. 8. He that gives 

| Cup of cold Water only in the Name of a ij 
ciple, he ſhall in no wiſe looſe his Rewari 
| Matt. x. 42. ſays our bleſſed Saviour. An 
we need not fear of being impoveriſſid b 

| our Charity and Almſgiving; for on t 
; contrary, Charity entails a Bleſſing upon ou 
ſelves, and our Poſterity. I never ( 1a 
the Royal Pſalmiſt) ſaw the Righteous fit 
ſalen, nor his Seed begging their Breal 
Pſal. xxxvli. 25. whereby the righteous, 
plain from the Context, is meant, the merd 
ful Man; for ſo it runs, v. 21. the righten 
7s merciful and liberal; and again, v. 2 
the righteous is ever merciful, and lende 

So that the charitable Man is bleſſed in ti 

Life, as well as in that which is to oY 
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1 Altho' he give away many Days, yet his Har- 
Er of Meal never waſts, neither doth his 
x WM C/o ef Op! fail. God has a ſpecial Regard 
tha end Care for thoſe that feed his hungry Ser- 
leg vante, as the Pſalmiſt teſtifies, Bleſſed is he 
feed bat conſidereth the Poor and Needy, the Lord 
hing / deliver him in time of Trouble ;, the Lord 
robe v preſerve him, and keep him alive, and he 
Carl!) be bleſſed upon Earth, Pſal. xli. 1, 2. 
bs o Charity has all the Encouragement that can 
teil be given to any Virtue; it has the promiſe 
caſchhef this Life, and of that which is to come. 
n lee the charitable Man engages in a ſpecial 
ve li oanner the Providence of God on his fide : 
) pio Hereafter his Charity will publickly, before 


Men and Angels, hefore all the Hoſt of Hea- 
ten, before God himſelf, be declared, com- 
nended, and rewarded, At that Day, the 


1 Day of Judgment, the Blind ſhall diſcover 
ud toe bleſſed Hands that relieved them, and 


the Dumb proclaim the Bounty of their Be- 
efactors, and at the ſame time the Judge 


of well done, good and faithful Servants. 
Nay, Charity is it ſelf partly its own Re- 
ward ; for it is hard to ſay, whether the 


OUS Jr It 18 | 
men needy Perſon is more rejoyced and re- 
g tec ved in having his Wants ſupplied, than 
v. 2e that ſupplies them, when he obſerves 


Ur if he doth his Alms fo privately, that 


Hand doeth, that he himſelf doth not ſee 
eee eee —_—_— the 


ball acquit them with the raviſhing Fuloge, 


low the poor Man is cheer'd by his Bounty. 


ls left Hand knoweth not what his right 
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the Objects he Relieves, yet when he con 
eth to lie upon a fick and dying Bed, the 
will come forth, and range themſelves in 
moſt beautiful, delightful manner befor 
his Eyes, and wonderfully Comfort and R 
freſh his Soul; then, when every Pulſe bet 
Death, every Act of Charity which he has pej 


formed, will ſound Salvation in his Ears. Mn: 
Theſe Conſiderations, methinks, ſhoulMlth: 
move us to be Kindly-affetion'd one towarWMb: 
another, and to miniſter to each otheiMs.. 
Wants and Neceſſities, when, at the fanfic! 
time, we are laying a ſolid Foundation Me 
preſent and future Happineſs for our ſclve | 
What we give away to the Poor, is nM": 
loſt, but laid up, and ſo the wiſe Man ain 
ſures us, Caſt thy Bread, ſays he, upon til + 
Waters, i. e. upon thoſe that are really Pod ine 
for it ſhall not be loſt to thee, for thou [4f'” 
find it after many Days, i. e. you fhall W 
it reſtored to you again in God's good appoilliM” 
ted time, if not here, yet moſt certainly her (er 
after in Heaven, And when we know thi by 
this World is no place of ' abiding for u Fol 
and we can tranſmit our Effects into the ner de 
by diſtributing them to pious and charit! the 
ble Uſes here, and thereby have an Inlierii N. 
tance ready to go to, when we are ſummon 1 
hence; what Folly and Madneſs is it to ke l 
all to our ſelves here, and to make no Pri ell 
viſion for | hereafter, for that State whic loo 
muſt endure to all Eternity ! Such a M: 4 


not only Sins againſt God, but 3gainſt | 


at Chiſſelhurſt 22 Kent. 17 
wn Soul : He lets the Canker-worm of Co- 
jetouſneſs eat into his very Bowels, and 
turns the Bleſſings of Heaven (for ſo are 
liches, if rightly employed) into a Curſe up- 
m him: He laboureth altogether for the 
Wind, for that which is uncertain and tran- 
ftory, which is but little now, and preſently 
nay be nothing. Beſides, the covetous Man 
that enlargeth his Barns, and with-boldeth 


his Corn, the People will curſe him, Prov. 


x, 26. And if they curſe him in the Bitter- 
neſs of their Souls, the Lord will hear 
JJ 


* 


I COME now in the 4th and laſt place, to 


(raw ſome few Inferences from the whole, 
JJ A ( 
And 1/, EET the rich Man then conſider the 


ind iſpenſable Duty of Charity; 1 command 


thee, ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine Hand wide 
unto thy Brother, to thy Poor, and to thy Needy 
in the Land, Deut. xv. 11. Let him conſi- 
der the Fruits and Rewards of Charity, that 
by Almſ-doing, he lays up for himſelf a good 
Foundation againſt the time to come, and will 
thereby attain eternal Life. Let him conſider 
the Uſe and End for which Riches and Plen- 
ty are given, and not be like the churliſſi 
Nabal, that thinks his Bread, and his Mater, 
and hig Fleſh ſo much his own, that none 
elle has any Right or Title to them, but 


look upon the whole World as but one Family, 


wherein each has a Claim to their Father's 
bounty, to the Bounty of God, who is the 
Eo common 
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common Parent of us all; and let him that 
has the greateſt Portion in this World, gie 
his needy Brother his Portion of Meat in di 
Seaſon, that ſo he may approve himſelf 3 
juſt Steward, and deſerving of the Diſtindion 
his Father has put between him and the reſto 
his Brethren, and may at laſt give up his 
Account with 7%, and not with Grief. I 
will be the ſame Thing at the laſt Dar, 
whether we have ſlept out our Time here, 
and kept our Talent hid in a Napkin, or 
whether we have traded therewith, and con- 
, verted the Profits ſolely to our own Uſe; 
For it is not he alone that has no Heart to 
uſe his Riches at all, but Starves in the 
midſt of Plenty; but lie alſo that has ng 
Honeſty to uſe them aright, that, God will 
finally condemn. The rich Glutton thit 
ſpends all upon himſelf, and the Miſer that 
grudges his own Belly, ſhall both of them 
in Hell lift lip their Eyes in Torment. When 
it is not therefore our own that we uſe, as Gol 
ſays by the Mouth of his Prophet Hagga 
The Silver is mine, and the Gold is mine, ſai... 
the Lord of Hoſts, ch. ii. v. 8. Let us emploi 
it in our Maſter's Service, in relieving un, 
Diſtreſſed, in feeding the Hungry, givin. 
drink to the Thirſty, and clothing the N. 
ked. Otherwiſe, if we monopolize % 
the Bleſſings of Heaven to our ſelves, wiz. 
we come to ſue for Mercy and Bliſs, w int. 
ſhall receive the ſame Anſwer that Dri! 


had, Son, remember, that thou in thy Lift 
8 = 155 
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ime receivedſt thy good Things, Luk. xvi. 25. 
ind then, we are to expect nothing farther 
but the Wrath of God, eternally abiding on 
is, Where we are to obſerve, that Dives 
was not, neither ſhall We be tormented 
hereafter for having received good Things, 
but for waſting them all upon our ſelves, 


: I for being ſo hard-hearted, ſo inhuman, as 

D ſuffer the Poor to famiſh at our Gates, 

a Iwhen, perhaps, the Crumbs, to be ſure, the 
n 1 ſuperfluous Diſhes from our Tables, would | 
rd have revived and ſupported their fainting | 
Uſes Spirits; for this is 2 fixed Decree in the Di- 5 
_ eine Will, that he ſhall have Jude ment wit h- 5 


out Mercy, that hath ſhewed no Mercy. | 
AND what a Folly is it to enjoy all out 


l oa Things in this Life, and to have no- 
that ng but a certain fearful looking for of 
, 1 ment in the World to come! But,” 


Secondly, FROM the Uncertainty that we 
When mall ever live to enjoy our Riches, let us 
s Gol ns to deſpiſe and contemn them; at leaſt. 
och 3 them not captivate our Affections, or be 
Jail the Inſtruments of Sin to us, but let us »ſe 
i wa World, as not abuſing it. As the time 
ng tht 5 but ſhort that we can enjoy them, let us 
> , Wike the beſt Uſe of them we are able; let 
be Na us make to our ſelves Friends of them, that 
when we fail, they may receive us into ever- 


1 laſting Habitations. We are ſtrictly accounta- 
fs, Wo ble for What Wealth God Almighty has put 


Dive 15 our Hands, let us therefore always have 
„ edunts ready, and Fair, that when they 
LS 8 C 
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ſhall be called in, it may appear, that wil 
have been faithful in the diſcharge of out 
Truſt. And to this end, let the Poor and 
Needy be conſtantly upon our Books, i 
P-n/ioners at our Tables, that when the Deal 
ſmall and preat, ſpall ſand before God; an 
the Books be open J And another Holl 
open d, which is the Poul of Life And i 
Dead be judged out of thoſe Things, «lid 
are written in the Books, Actor ding to tel 
Works, we may be found written in the Ho- 
of Life : For whoſoever ſhall not be form 
written in the Book of Life, ſhall be caſt ini 
the Lake of Fire, Rev. XX. 12—15. And! 
when the Regiſter of all our paſt Actions ſh; 
be called over, and examined by the moſt df 

ſerving Eye, and ſtricteſt Juſtice, there ſu 
be found no Items of Charity, no public 
Benefactions, not ſo much as once dedit dd 
lum Pauperi, our Names will not be fo, 
written i» the Book of Life. O! conſid 
this, Te that boaſt in the multitude of Ric 
conſider the Uncertainty of them, the Unc 
tainty ye yourſelyes ſtand upon as to y0 
time of being here, and the ſure Accou 
that ye muſt give of the Diſpoſal. and ) 
nagement of them hereaſter ; I if ye ha 
hitherto been unjuſt in your Stewardfhij 
unprofitable to your Lord and Maſter, 1 
have opp d your Ears at the. cry of the P 
and not given them their portion of Meat 
due Seaſon, begin with the wiſe (tho' unj! 
reward 1 in the Gol pel to provide or 4 Mal 
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tenance, when ye ſhall be ſtript of all that 
Wealth wherein ye now Truſt; Lay up for 


our ſelves Treaſures in Heaven, where neither 
Ruſt nor Moth doth corrupt, and where Thieves 


do not break through and ſteal; provide your- 


ſelves Bags that wax not old, a Treaſure in 


the Heavens that faileth not. Depoſit your 
Riches, not in your own Barns, but in the 
Hands of . Almighty God, by diſtributing 
them to his indigent Creatures, and then he 
is Surety for the Payment of them again. 


Thirdly, From the Self- inſufficiency f 


Riches to promote the Happineſs of Man; 
let us learn to place our Happineſs a- 
right, and not to ſeek for it in that, where- 
in it is not to be found. What 7ob ſays of 
Wiſdom, is true alſo of Happineſs ; It cannot 
be gotten for Gold, neither ſhall Silver be 
weighed for the Price thereof. It cannot be 


valued with the Gold of Ophir, with the pre- 


cious Onyx, or the Sapphire, The Gold and 
the Chryſtal cannot equal it, Job xxviii. 15, 


16, 17. The Soul of Man is of too fine and 


ſpiritual a Nature, to be ſatisfied with ſuch 
groſs, material Things: Being Heaven- born, 


it can receive Happineſs from nothing, but 


what has a direct Tendency in it, to promote 


the End of its Creation, and to carry it thi- 


Now Riches are ſo far from having any 
Tendency in themſelves this way, that on 
the contrary, they are often the cauſe of 


Man's 


ß —— 
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Man's Miſery, Go to now, faith St. James, 
ye rich Men, weep and howl for the Miſeries 


Man's own ſelf, as Selomon ſays, The good 


4. And nothing can produce it but a calm, 
quiet, and ſerene Conſcience ; a Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and towards 


tegrity, with the grateful Remembrance 
of paſt good Actions, and an Aſſurance ariſing 
from thence. of being accepted with God. 
Let us not therefore ſeek that from without, 
which is only to ke had from within. And as 
the Remembrance of paſt good Actions are the 


as being an Earneſt of futu re immortal Glory, 
let us lay a good Foundation in theſe ; let 
our Charity be as boundleſs, as are our De- 
ſires after Happineſs; for according to the 
Meaſure of that, we ſhall find our Reward 
proportionably great; as the wiſe Son ol 
Syrach ſays, _ Eccleſ. xvi, 14. Every Ma 
ſhall find according to his Works. And fa 
the Apoſtle likewiſe aſſures us, that he that 


3X, 6. do that Aimſgrving is not only an 
. 5 „„ ee 


that ſhall come upon you, Jam. v. 1. For the | 
Miſeries that ſhall come upon you, for your | 
 Covetouſnefs and Injuſtice, for your Rien 
and Wantonneſs, for your Gluttony and Ex- 
cefs, which are too frequently the Effeds of | 
Abundance. Happineſs arifes from within | 


Man ſpall be ſatisfied from himſelf, Prov. xiv, | 


Man; a Conſcience fill'd with a Senſe of In- 


| greateſt Happineſs a Man Can, enjoy here, 


'ſoweth plenteouſly, ſhall reap plenteoufly, 2 Col. 


— x Tx pO „ th, Alt, . had - foes ole ay £4 * 
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abſolute Condition of future Happineſs, but 
the ſeveral Degrees of it will determine the 
ſeveral Degrees of that. The liberal Man 
ſhall ſhine in a ſuperior Orb above; his Cha- 
rity, as being the chief of all the chriſtian 
Graces,ſhall bediſtinguiſh'd with the brighteſt 
1» MW Crown of Heavenly Glory, What an Encoy- 
% fagement then is here to be liberal and chari- 
iv, MW table, when what we ſo give away turns to ſuch 
Im, | infinite Advantage, when every Act of Mer-= 


nc. ey, every Alms that we do, is placed to 


ris W our Account in Heaven, and is a growing 


In. Treafure to all Eternity! This ſhould make 


us even profuſe in our Bounty: 


IN hoarding up our Riches, we looſe all 


with all thoſe future Advantages which are 
to be reaped from a pious Diſtribution of 
them; we fink both Principle and Inte- 
72ſt, and ſhall at laſt be left deſtitute 
and naked to ſtarve out an Eternity in Hell 
Torments, with the covetous Worlding in 
my Text. Let us therefore be wiſe in time, 


that Proviſion with our Riches, that they 
| tnay be of Service to us in the Day of Ad- 

verſity, in our laſt and greateſt Need: That 
we may have the Conſolation of good Works 
here, and the Reward of them hereafter. 
And to this end, let us ſend them before 
to that place, whether we hope ſhortly to g0 
our ſelves, that ſo we may have ſomething 
of our own to go to. Let the Poor and 


their preſent Profit and Pleaſure, together 


ind While we have an Opportunity, make 


Needy 


1 
1 
| 
f 
4 
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AF” 

Needy be the Tranſports of our Effects this 
ther, where they will be ſafely laid ui 
until the ſecond Coming of the Lord eu 
when the Books will be open'd, and th 
Accounts of. all called over, ſtated, ant 
adjuſted, and they that have done Cod 
hall go into Life Everlaſting, but the Cine 
ous, . whom God abhorreth, into everlaſtin 
Fire. „ 
Bur now among all the Objects of Ch 
rity which daily preſent themſelves to 0 
View, the greateſt, and beſt recommended 
are thoſe before us, yonder Poor, diftrel 
fed Children; for their Tears, their Hi 
bit, their Comely, their Chriſtian Deportme 
clear them from all Suſpicion of Cheats 
and the Charity beſtowed upon them, 
of a very noble and extraordinary Nature 
far beyond the relieving a Perſon at one 
Gates, beyond the Deed of the good Sunil 
ritan, or the Poſthumous Works of H 
 ſpitals and Alnſ-houſes. For here you pr 
vide for the Soul, as well as for the Bod 
by Adminiſtring to the Chriſtian Educ! 
tion of theſe Children; you ſnatch thei 
like ſo many Fire-brands out of the Find 
you reſcue them from the very Clutch WM" t 
of the Devil; for otherwiſe, thro' the P. 
verty of their Circumſtances, they muſt | 
brought up in Ignorance of their Dull 
both to Cod and Man, and ſo b 
come a Prey to Sin and Satan. An 
what fo glorivus, ſo heavenly a Work, + 


due 
Mi 
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o be Inftrumental in bringing thoſe 
souls to Chriſt, for whom he died! And 


ww I have mention'd this, can there be 


WW Wretch fo abandon'd to all manner of 
thWMoodneſs, ſuch a Monſter in Iniquity, as 
nM oppoſe himſelf to ſo pious an Inſtituti- 
Con, and with the Deſtruction of thefe Cha- 


ity-Schools | And yet, alas! There are ſuch 
Men in the World, if Men you may call 
hem. But let them hear what our Saviour 
ys to them, Matt. xviii, 6. Whoſoever ſhall 
fend one of theſe little ones which believe 
me, it were better for him, that a Milſtone 
ere hanged about his Neck, and that he 
ere drowned in the Depth of the Sea. It 
kvery ſtrange to obſerve, that ſome Men will 
adily give an Alms to a poor Body they ſhall 
tet in the Streets, and yet will with-hold 
eir Hands from theſe helpleſs Innocents, 


t one if it was not as neceſſary to cloath the 
Sani nder ſtanding, as the Body, to fill the Heart 
f Iich Wiſdom, as the Belly with Meat. 
u pro what are all thoſe Hereſſes and Schiſms 
Bod ring, which are continually diſturbing the 
Educ e Peace and Quiet of the Church; to what 
1 theWole Vices and Wickedneſſes, thofe debauch'd 
> Fund diforderly Prices, which break in up- 
latch" the good Government of the State, and 


he PO! our Goals and our Bride-wells with ſuch 
nuſt Numbers of unhappy Wretches, but to the 
r Du ant of this religious and moſt chriſtian 
ducation? For train up a Child, ſays So- 
Wo, in the way be. ſhould go, and he will 
3 EUCH 
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never depart from it, Thoſe Seeds of Piet 
which are ſown in them in their tende 
Years, will grow up with them, and gover 
them in every State and Condition of Life 
A religious and orthodox Education will ſe. 
cure them from denying any of the Article 
of the chriſtian Faith, and from breaking 
any of the Laws of the Land; ſo that if wg 
have any regard to either, if we are Friend 
to our Church, or to our Country, and viſſſ 
their Proſperity, we will contribute to out 
utmoſt to the Education of theſe Children 
which are at preſent the Glory of both, and 
will be of the beſt ſervice to both hereafter, | 
I SHOULD take up too much of you 
time, ſhould I enlarge in every particular up! 
on the Uſefulneſs of thoſe Schools, botl 
Publick and Private, and God be thanked] 
the greateſt Part of the Nation is already 
ſenſible of it, which makes it needleſs ff 
to do. I ſhall therefore conclude with thi 
Obſervation. As Tertullian infetr'd, tha 
the Goſpel muſt needs be a precious Thing 
becauſe Nero hated it, fo it is a great Arg! 
ment of the Excellency of theſe Schooli 
becauſe thoſe who are moſt angry with then 
are generally Men of looſe and atheiſtica 
Principles, and of ſcandalous Lives at 

Converſations. „ 
60p Almighty open their Eyes, an 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light, an 
give them Hearts to compaſſionate the mile 
rable, and to take Pity on the Orphan, * 
by 3 


A | [| 11e 


they together with all of us may obtain Mer- 
cy of that God in whom the Fatherleſs al- 
ways findeth Mercy, Hoſ. xiv. 3. 


Now to God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, three diſtinct Perſons, but ONE Eternat 
God, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, Might, Ma- 
jeſty, and Dominion; Adoration and Praiſes, 
Thankſgiving and Love, both now and for 
ever . Amen, ö 
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